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Deployment(s): Bosnia 2000      
Interviewer/Transcriber:  LCol M.C. Vernon 
 
Note: Quotations are not 100% verbatim 
 
Timecode Content 

0:20 [Audio hum] He’d recently arrived from BC, was struggling to start his 
own drywall business. Downturn in economy. Didn’t see a future in 
Victoria, it was too expensive.  “Up and left mom and dad and ran to 
Alberta to see if I could make it on my own.” 

1:15 He’d volunteered in 1995, done workup training, but the mission was 
cancelled.  He’d been too young for Cyprus.  He was cynical about 1997 
tour, mad because he didn’t volunteer.  So in 2000 he volunteered. “I 
was in a hurry to get overseas and see all the things I’d heard about in 
the army to that time.” 

2:30 “I wanted to see different countries, to travel without having to pay for 
it.  I’d seen guys come home with $10,000 in their bank accounts. I 
wanted that. The adventure.  Doing something out of the norm.  I’d like 
to say it was to serve my country, but it wasn’t.  It was really all for me.”  
He was 25/26 and single. 

3:50 Reaction?  They’d been through it once.  “Huge reservations.  When I’d 
tried to go in 93 it was a big battle with my dad.  ‘There’s no goddamn 
way’ cause I was going to drop out of high school to go overseas.”  In 95 
“they were really worried.  It’s not that bad over there.  I’ll be fine.”  But 
two years prior to 2000, he’d already moved to a different province.  “I 
probably didn’t get to see their concerns.”  His grandfather was career 
Navy, joined as a boy seaman, to chief petty officer and lieutenant-
colonel.  Did 37 years. 

5:45 Started workup training in Shilo. Some went to the States. Some at the 
old air base in V____?  “We trained as if we were going to war.  The 
training in 1995 had a completely different feel, all about the UN stuff. 
You couldn’t even load your rifle.  The UN terrifies me as an 
organization.  NATO training had a different feel: planning for the worst 
and hoping for the best.” Final ex was one of the hardest of his career, 
no sleep for 4-5 days: minestrikes, ambushes.  “And then we got 
overseas and none of that stuff happened.  It was a quiet tour with A 
Battery, 1 RCHA. 

8:00 By 2000, he was confident war was over.  This would be more about 
policing.  “Didn’t expect to get into any gunfights.”  But minethreat still 
weighed on their minds.  “I wasn’t expecting any danger at all.” 

9:00 Really wanted a good tour with a good supervisor.  “It was a job, right?  
An exciting job, where I’d see a bunch of stuff.  Just wanted it to go off 
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without a hitch.” 
9:40 “I thought we were well-prepared.  Had some really good leadership in 

the battery.”  They took over from the Belgians.  “They had done a poor 
job, not wrong, but they’d indiscriminately distributed money and aid, 
which we found in warehouses because people were stealing it.  We 
worked hard to redistribute it.  Put boots on the ground and went door 
to door, intelligence-gathering about the thefts.  They’d put millions of 
dollars into the area and had nothing, all the damage to the homes.”  He 
found two people with a ruined house who were sleeping in the cab of a 
pickup truck.  They got them the items they needed.  “So it was 
rewarding.  We did a lot to fight the local mafia.  Use Signals to monitor 
cellphones.  Had British secret squirrels in my carrier.  Laid out local 
hierarchy of mafia, seized what mayor had stolen.  Accomplished quite 
a bit.  Caused mafia guys a lot of trouble.” 

12:55 First impressions?  “Liked a lot of the people, and disliked a lot of the 
people”.  He was bothered by interpreters’ lingering hatred of one side 
or the other.  Some people didn’t want them there, didn’t think they 
were helping.  “Kids would finger you, aggravate you. The young men 
despised us.  Not sure why. “  He just saw Canadians helping people out.  
“Young men always want to pick the fight.  You see it everywhere.” 
 

14:45 They landed in VK [Velika Kladusa?].  Rolled to Tomislavgrad.  There 
were ISO trailers amid a ton of mud.  Gravel was hauled in.  Their tour 
was called Roto 6+, the first tour where they sent the artillery as 
artillery since the Korean War. Mortars had been sent prior, but this 
time they had the guns. [Audio hum].  He worked with the carpenters 
for a month, building trusses by hand.  He was a bit resentful, doing this 
work building the camp while others went out on patrols.  They put a 
huge roof over the ISO trailers and a sun deck. 

17:15 After the first month, they rotated out of Glomoc, living in a modular 
tent and attached to the British camp, “which was nice because they 
weren’t as strict on their beer rules as the Canadians.  But their 
standards are different.  Went to the showers, standing in ankle deep 
muddy water. Not up to Canadian standards.”  Did 12-hour patrols. The 
other troop did the rural areas, with long drives.   

18:40 They had a couple of bombings and shootings, but it was largely a quiet 
town of 3500.  They also did security for the British, who were service 
battalion.  The Brits didn’t have the same weapons, or their personal 
weapons close at hand. 

19:45 The town was in really rough shape, had seen a lot of fighting.  A lot of 
mine activity in the hills around it.  It had been on the front line.  Most 
buildings were wrecked, with a few exceptions.  Huge holes in an 
apartment building.  “Where are all those people?”   During the war, 
people were displaced by their ethnicity; they worked to get them back 
into their original homes.  They didn’t actually see anybody move, 
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however. They gathered intelligence.  Nobody but the mayor had a nice 
house. Few had a roof.  Pretty rough living.  Surprised him, because the 
war had ended in 1995,  “and here they were still camping.  It bothered 
me because I would have worked and got a roof built. But they didn’t. 
They sat back, smoked their smokes and drank their slivo.  But I wasn’t 
there.” 

22:40 NATO wasn’t paying for any of that.  Various aid agencies were.  They 
did have beds and woodstoves, however.  They would connect people 
to UNHCR etc.  

23:20 That big apartment building is still there, with a tree growing through 
it. [He saw it on Google Earth] 

23:45 The big excitement day he was on patrol with LdSH in Coyotes to do 
overwatch following several bombings and shootings. There were 
apparently three guys on a roof shooting AK47s.  At whom, they 
weren’t sure. “We took off running towards them…”  Coyotes guided 
them onto the building.  He was in charge of three-man patrol and there 
was nobody else in the area they could call to assist.  He can’t 
remember why the section commander couldn’t assist with their 
carrier.  “I was way more worried about going into an abandoned 
building, booby-traps.  It was one of the most terrifying things I ever 
did.  We never found the guys.  But we got authorized to chamber 
rounds.  We were authorized to stop them.  Not sure what we would 
have done if we’d got there.  I really felt things were going to go south.  
They didn’t.  And no booby-traps.” 

26:30 Who were the targets?  He thinks the majority of targets were Muslims, 
targeted by Croatian sympathizers.  The town flew a Croatian flag in the 
middle of town.  A Muslim-run café was blown up.  He doesn’t 
remember the other bombings.  They were fairly small.  “Other than the 
café.  They blew that up real good.”  Some drive-by shootings.  Not 
many Serbs in the area.  “There was still a lot of hate between the 
Croatians and others.” 

28:20 Danger?  Not much. “We went there loaded for war.  We had ridiculous 
amounts of firepower.  A Grizzly with a C6 and heavy machine gun.  
Two more C6 and C9s.  Almost straight machine guns for everybody.” 
He thinks there were so many machine guns in order to protect the 
artillery.  “We were just too heavily armed.”  But knowing guerrilla 
tactics now, he thinks they would have been an easy target. But back 
then he viewed their situation in more conventional terms.  But he 
never thought bad things would happen to him. 

30:50 They took LG1 howitzers.  A light 105mm howitzer.  Grizzly APCs were 
beefed up (suspension) to tow the guns. Used HLVWs as ammo limbers.  
Did some training with the guns at Glomoc, but otherwise they sat in 
sea containers.  The Americans had Apaches, A-10s, F16s, the full brunt 
of the Allied army.  “But it’s nice having the all-weather option, right?” 

32:30 The Czechs used Hip helicopters to move the guns.  “There was a 
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massive hole in the floor and the pilot was wearing shorts and sandals, 
his uniform up top.”  The Americans wouldn’t move the guns with Black 
Hawks because they lacked four points of contact.  The Brits flew them 
with Chinooks, the Czechs with Hips.  Plenty of exposure to other 
nationalities.  “Certainly confidence-inspiring to see all that firepower, 
and all those countries working together.” 

34:20 Reg/Reserve mix?  He thinks it was 30% reservist.  It worked well, “but 
you had to have thick skin because a large percentage of them didn’t 
want us there.  They called us “Mo” for Mo-litia.  They’d pick on us and 
we’d give it back.  Today, it would be full-blown harassment.  But if you 
took it personally, you wouldn’t last. They’d get rid of you.”  He gave it 
back whenever he could.  His detachment was 10 guys, including two 
reservists.  “You didn’t have a lot of ammunition.”  They were 
roommates.  Thought he was 40 with a huge moustache and balding, 
but he was actually 23. Full-on redneck cowboy. They got on well. 

36:40 How satisfying as a tour?  Very satisfying.  But he really didn’t like his 
detachment commander.  But fantastic otherwise.  He works in a jail 
now as a correctional officer and he thinks it was as close as “you could 
get to living in jail.  Living behind barbed wire.  Did work.  Never 
allowed out of camp. Used the gym.  Restricted to two beers a day and 
not another one.  They even guarded the food.  If I could have changed 
one thing it, it would have been that they’d have trusted us to make 
some decisions.  But armies don’t work that way.”  But some people did 
go to town, he’s not sure what they were doing.  He thinks people could 
have been responsible about alcohol. “But the approach they took was 
so stifling, guys went a little crazy when they finally got out on their 
own.  They told us we couldn’t eat the pizza because the dairy wasn’t 
up to their standards. The average 20 year old guy leaves pizza on his 
counter for three days and still eats it. I’m sure Bosnian pizza would 
have been OK.” 

39:50 Leave?  His dad is Norwegian.  He went to visit his dad’s sister in 
Norway, then visited a cousin.  Then toured through Holland and 
Germany using a Eurail pass. 

40:30 Homecoming?  Flew to Scotland, to Trenton, Winnipeg and bus to Shilo.  
Next morning he drove himself home in his pickup truck, which still ran 
even after sitting there for six months.  No formal reception… just 
Customs.  “I wasn’t expecting anything.  My family was never… they 
never came to anything I ever did in the army.”  In 5-6 days he made his 
way back to Victoria, then took a Class B contract as unit quartermaster 
for three years.  Rolled back into work after two weeks’ leave. 

42:20 Didn’t have any troubles transitioning. “It was more of a law 
enforcement gig than the tours I’d heard of.”  He had a major tell him he 
showed signs of PTSD, but he’s skeptical.  “I didn’t feel any different.  I 
didn’t feel like I’d done anything that army.  We’d checked paperwork 
and helped people get woodstoves.  A pretty easy tour.” 
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43:40 “Everybody wants to be tested, but I never wished that on my tour.  I 
wanted to go to Afghanistan so bad, but I’d just started a career, just 
started with kids.  I didn’t think my wife was there enough that she 
could have dealt with it herself.”  You always have that question:  “Can I 
do it? I’ve trained so many years, can I actually do it? I’ll probably never 
get the answer at this point.” 

44:50 He’s at a point where he could go now, he’s well-established in his 
career and his kids are 9 and 11.  “They’re at a point where I could go, 
but I just don’t see anything on the horizon.  Maybe Ukraine will light 
up…”  He has six years left, but as a MWO there are so few jobs, it would 
be tough to get on anything.  “I’ve pretty much given up.” 

46:00 Effects?  “I think I went over there very close-minded.  I was a young 
guy and I grew up in a close-minded family, very right wing.  It allowed 
me to see things from the other side of the fence.  If you grow up on 
Vancouver Island or Alberta, you don’t really see suffering.  Not even 
the homeless are really suffering.  I talked to a lot of people over there. 
About their situations.”  He deployed for the floods, watched the news 
and saw that 5% of Calgary was affected, “but the news would have you 
believe the entire city was under water.  They only show you the very 
worst.  But they didn’t show anything in Bosnia and Croatia.”   

48:20 “It was a good experience to know that whatever’s on TV certainly isn’t 
real.  Reality is a long way different.  Which has served me well in my 
jail career. Picking the fly shit from the pepper.” 

 Additional visuals desired: 
 

 


