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Deployment(s): Ismailia, Egypt/UNEF II 1979     
Interviewer/Transcriber:  LCol M.C. Vernon 
 
Note: Quotations are not 100% verbatim 
 
Timecode Content 

0:20 She joined in 1976, graduated from school in 1977.  Worked on 
Commonwealth Games, then volunteered for overseas.  Employment 
was hard for female to get.  Took callouts.  [She then asks to start over] 

1:00 I was a young kid, 18/19.  Only 19 when she went overseas.  Was trying 
to feel where she belonged, what she wanted to do.  CF was a good 
place to hang out at the time. 

1:30 Why volunteer? She was a history buff.  She had ancestors who fought 
in wars, on various sides.  There was some reaction to death of 
Canadian peacekeepers who died in an aircraft accident.  She was 
young during Vietnam War but thought peacekeeping was worthwhile. 

2:25 It was hard to deploy as a vehicle tech.  Females could not be attached 
to field units.  Was not allowed in Germany or Golan Heights.  Could 
only go to Egypt.  Why?  She doesn’t know.  It might have been an error!  

3:10 Her orderly room sergeant wouldn’t even do her paperwork.  He 
thought it would be a waste of time. She had to type it all herself, 
submit security clearance.  And he queried, “You do know that this is 
for a female.”  Back in those days you had to put (W) after your name to 
identify women. 

3:50 How common for anyone in unit to deploy?  The infantry and armoured 
got to deploy, but nobody in her unit had been on a UN tour, but she 
didn’t know it at the time.  “Supposedly I was the first female, Reserve 
mechanic to go overseas in peacetime.”   

4:30 Training?  Had to pass the medical, pass the mile and a half run.  Then 
six weeks training in St Hubert to confirm they knew their jobs.  Some 
cultural training too.  She had no idea what to expect.  “The country was 
so poor, I was just so grateful to be a Canadian.”  After all the fighting, 
she figured people wanted peace.  Travelling through Cairo, “So, little 
girl, are you glad you volunteered.  My first thought was, ‘Where did all 
my UNICEF money go?’  I couldn’t believe people could live like that.” 

6:00 Hopes?  “I went with the naïve attitude I was hoping to make a 
difference, do a job, see the pyramids. Wasn’t trying to make anything 
more of it. Just to do the job.” 

6:45 “Females weren’t allowed to travel without a male unless there were 
three of us.  Weren’t allowed to wear shorts off-base unless they went 
down to knees.  Shoulders had to be covered at all times.  Strict 
clothing.  They told us we’d be sent home if we misbehaved.”  She just 
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followed the rules.  Wanted to do something different.  Her friends 
were all in school or getting married. 

7:55 Reactions?  Her mom wasn’t happy.  She knew more about the history, 
that peace “wasn’t that old.  My dad, he couldn’t figure out why I 
couldn’t act more like a girl.   My grandfather told me to watch out for 
the camels because they spit.  Friends were good.  CO of Service 
Battalion gave her a father-daughter talk.  Told me to treat the guys like 
a brother, don’t hang around one guy too much.”  She was the only 
woman in the garage.  “He wanted to be sure I kept my nose clean.”  She 
had some experience in Borden with narrow-minded instructors and 
their opinions about what women could do.  She zapped one instructor 
with a battery/screwdriver because he never trusted her.  “If they were 
going to pick on me, I picked back.  I just wanted to be one of them.”  

10:45 Accommodations?  It was really hot.  She got an air conditioned trailer.  
They called women’s accommodations “Bra-bat”.  They didn’t get full 
issue of combats—white T-shirts not green, because women weren’t in 
field units.  “She’s here, we have to dress her.  That’s how I got green T-
shirts.”  Most treated her like a little sister who looked 15. 

12:25 They had a swimming pool they could use when power worked.  Junior 
ranks club.  Could watch movies outdoor every night. “It got hard when 
I got back to Canada and didn’t get a movie.”  It used to get dark shortly 
after supper.  She would talk via ham radio, thanks to an operator in BC 
who connected her to her mom.  She got up at 0400 to make the call.  So 
she knew football game scores before anyone else. 

13:40 Alcohol?  If you got drunk and couldn’t function or hurt yourself or 
anyone else, you got charged.  It was so hot that if you drank too much 
you got sick.  “It was unbearable.  Brutal.  You learned after the first 
time.” 

14:30 Stuff was starting to change.  But it was the little things:  “What do you 
mean I can’t have that shirt?” 

14:45 Average day? Started at 0700 because it was too hot to work after 
1500.  Got up at 0530.  Then hopefully hit the pool after work.  Engine’s 
were hot, “You’d lean over and your sweat would sizzle on the 
manifold. Lots of flies.  Learned not to have two glasses with a meal 
because you needed one hand to wave over food to discourage flies.” 

16:00 She played sports and got runover at home plate by a French infantry 
guy: chipped her tooth, knocked her out, and put her in a cast. 

16:30 Leave?  Could go off after shift with a leave pass.  A couple of nice 
restaurants in the town.  She stayed on base and played sports, played 
tapes with the audio-visual guys.  There were bands to play with.  She 
could get a vehicle to drive to Port Said or pyramids.  “It was a big white 
UN truck so everybody ran after you trying to get money from you.” 

17:50 Things changed after 1978 peace agreement.  Mission got scaled down, 
she was injured, and she couldn’t be employed as a female elsewhere. 
“Not knowing my rights, I got sent home, unemployed.”  No one back 
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home told her she should have been employed back in Canada.  She 
didn’t question the rules.  No Charter of Rights back then either.  So the 
military did what it wanted to do. 

19:30 “They just said, ‘Oh, you’re female, you can’t do this, can’t do that…”  
She didn’t want to wear a skirt in the military.  Wanted to be an 
engineer, to build a bridge and blow it up.  But others tried to steer her 
into a clerk role.  She opted for Maintenance. 

20:30 She was the only female on her first mechanic course.  But there were 
very few.  Lots in transport and supply and MPs.  She was the only 
female in her unit at the time.  But it wasn’t lonely.  She was used to 
having two brothers. “Had to learn to cooperate with brothers, or I’d 
have had a lonely childhood…If they wanted to be a-holes, I’d have 
nothing to do with them.” 

21:50 Adjustment?  The food changed immediately.  She got sick when she got 
back to the good food at home.  Time change adjustment.  She’d go for 
job interviews, employers were excited but leery of hiring someone 
who might take off overseas again.   People in the unit “were pretty cool 
about it.  They’d stick me in front on various parades—the one soldier 
with the UN medal on.  And when you could finally wear blue berets on 
parade they shipped me to the Butterdome.”  She thought it was cool 
that people were proud of her, but didn’t consider herself the poster 
girl.  She’d be chosen to drive VIPs “because I had the medal.” 

24:10 Effect on her?  “I was always proud to be a Canadian, but to see how 
women and children were treated in other countries… [she starts to 
cry]…sorry,  it just made me really glad.  Even though things were 
rough here, it was a whole lot better life.  Just by chance I was born 
here, not over there.  It taught me to appreciate the opportunities.  I 
was young enough that I didn’t realize women didn’t have a strong 
history in the military.  In wartime, but women’s rights didn’t start until 
ten years before. So it was all ground-breaking. In some countries, dogs 
were treated better than women and children.”  They had the 
“sweetwater canal” behind the base, where kids would actually bathe.  
“I appreciated I had health care.  I should be OK.  I didn’t have to worry 
about life conditions.” 

27:00 Memorable?  Getting run over at home plate!  She saw a vehicle from an 
accident where a Canadian died.  They’d run into the back-end of an 
Egyptian vehicle that was at the side of the road, with a rockpile behind 
it to signify a breakdown.  Then some Polish soldiers got into a vehicle 
accident a few weeks later.  They listened to artillery fire at night.  Not 
just one particular event, but a few minor ones.  But seeing the wrecked 
vehicle from the accident stayed with her. “We lose more people from 
vehicle accidents than getting shot.” 

29:20 Incidents with warring sides?  None.  There was a buffer zone with the 
UN between them.  “People respected us and didn’t go out of their way 
to shoot at us.  Heck, we didn’t have enough ammo or weapons on the 
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base to defend ourselves if they did.”  They’d been fighting for 70-80 
years, so  a lot of people just wanted peace.  Egypt was giving back Sinai 
to Israel [Just the opposite, actually} 

31:20 Future efforts to deploy?  She tried later.  Golan positions for women 
didn’t open up till late 80s.  She wanted to go to Bosnia, but by then 
she’d injured herself too often falling out of vehicles and couldn’t have 
passed the medical/physical.  Broke her heart not to be able to deploy 
again. 

32:20 Awesome experience.  Glad she got to do it.  “I didn’t know that the 
ground hadn’t already been broken.”  The redress at the end of her 
career, she wanted to change something.  When she was going to 
college, her transfer to a Lethbridge unit was refused because she was a 
female—even though she was fully-trained, so she had no job in school.  
She put in a redress later, to get the “missing” money.  She got a letter 
from CDS saying the rules would change. Rules were changed.  Others 
got promotions and back pay because of the field service aspect.  She 
submitted her redress in late 1998.  It took 18 months to get through 
the system. [Did she get the money?] 

35:00 Advice for women?  “If you can handle some teasing, go for it.  Great 
place.  Learn to take a joke, give a joke.  Other people pay money to 
drive  a Jeep. They pay us to drive around in the dark with no lights on. 
Pretty cool.” 

 Additional visuals desired: 
--she sent pictures last year, clippings (retrieve them) 
 

 


