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Timecode Content 

0:20 Joined Militia under SYEP in 1973.   Applied for the RCMP, accepted and 
placed on waiting list.  He applied for callouts for contract employment.  
Worked with C Squadron, LdSH, and trained on the Ferret scout cars.  
Trained in West Germany on a flyover ex with the RCD.  Then 
opportunity to go to Egypt came up. 

1:50 He was working as a Ferret driver.    He and Cpl Symington wanted to 
deploy and the rumour was that there was a shortage of Ferret drivers 
because Strathconas weren’t that interested in deploying on this 
mission again.  But he can’t confirm this. 

2:50 “It was totally rare.  Only two members had done flyover training [to 
Germany?] before this.”   

3:30 Reactions?  He was just 20 when he deployed.  He came from a military 
family, so it wasn’t that big a deal.  His friends in the unit were excited. 
He didn’t have many friends because as an army brat they’d moved 
quite a bit. 

4:30 Training?  Went from Wainwright to Calgary.  Had been doing months 
of military training already.  Did more shooting, digging trenches. Were 
to deploy with C Squadron, LdSH.  A cadre of 11 showed up.  Six of them 
had experience on previous deployments, such as to West Germany.  
They’d been working on Class B callouts.  He doesn’t think the whole 
squadron deployed.  It wasn’t as an armoured squadron, but as 
individual augmentees.  He ended up with another detachment, not the 
Canadians. 

6:20 Reg/Res:  They flew over in their heavy green dress uniforms, blasted 
by the heat on their arrival.  Had a stopover in Lahr, a sleepless night 
with friends.  Got to Ismailia.  Everyone was sick from heat and travel.  
“So our initial few days were pretty rough on the body.”  There were 
eleven reservists; remainder Regular Force.  Once everyone was in the 
Pakistani bush uniform they were issued, it was impossible to tell who 
was Reg/Res.  There were actually more cultural military problems 
between the Anglos (posted in) and the Francos in place from 5 
Brigade. 

8:30 He was sent to work at a movement control detachment in Alexandria, 
Egypt.  Of 12 personnel, there were three reservists on general duty as 
drivers and guards.  Three signalmen, rarely seen.  Three movement 
control members.  And three military police from other countries. 
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9:35 Expectations?  He expected to be a guard.  In the GD Platoon.  But 
because he was an anglo and the whole guard platoon was franco, he 
got shipped out.  They were the advance party. He only lasted a week at 
Ismailia.  Realistically, “I got a real plum job.  Best job over there fell 
into my lap.” 

10:50 Personal hopes?  While in Germany, he’d gone on holidays.  Seen places 
he’d been as a child along the Rhine, Denmark. He wanted to see the 
local sites, as well as the ground from the Egyptian-Israeli conflicts. 
“Basically just a keen young soldier wanting a callout, the adventure of 
a lifetime.”  Maybe a little bit of military tourism. 

12:00 He was glad to deploy with senior reservists (Cpls… because some 
dropped down in rank to deploy).  The only way as reservists they 
could deploy.  One was a sergeant major from the Rocky Mountain 
Rangers.  One worked his way up from Cpl to his substantive rank of 
WO during the deployment.  The people running the training knew he 
was a senior NCO. 

13:50 Very busy to start.  After three months, he got two weeks off and flew to 
Cyprus, then to Jerusalem.  (He couldn’t fly Egypt-Israel direct.)  He met 
a film crew from Alberta who recognized his SALH insignia on his 
civilian jacket.  Flew on Twin Otters.  A hard landing at Tel Aviv 
damaged one aircraft, delaing his return. With Canadians in Tel Aviv, he 
got enlisted to drive as part of a convoy across the Suez Canal. 

15:40 On Israeli side it looked like Medicine Hat, then this changed to a desert 
on the Egyptian side, relics and debris. There were battalions from 
Finland, Sweden and Poland in the desert.  They were supporting them 
via the port of Alexandria. 

16:30 When he returned, their replacements were coming in.  They had a 
Danish UN field service officer with experience in 11 wars.  Gradwell 
had to explain his delay and being absent without leave, but his 
superiors knew about the plane’s hard landing.  He got a few more 
weeks off, with a Passat car and some gas coupons.  He’d been on 
ground for 4-5 months by this point.  He got to do some tourism in 
Egypt.  He took some senior visitors to see the battlefield at El Alamein 
and the graveyards there, using several jeeps.   

18:50 He apparently has a relative buried there.  It was really hard work, day 
in/out for months on end with very few breaks, with a tremendous 
holiday at the end. 

19:30 Why a plum job?  Eleven-man detachment. He’d never worked in a 
mixed (army, navy, air force) detachment.  There were no army in the 
mix, aside from the reservists.  They were used to “Yessir, nossir, and 
tough old warrant officers, but this wasn’t that.  It was family meals. 
Friday night cards together.  It was incredible.”  One major role was to 
accompany movement control guy with money several times a week 
when he went to the port.  He’d get US$100,000 and pay off stevedores 
etc.  “It was baksheesh, bribing everybody to ensure boats got 
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unloaded.”  He got a tour of the US aircraft carrier USS Inchon.  They 
returned the favour, inviting Americans out for a night on the town.  
Went on HMS Norfolk, “bold as brass”. Their olive drab Pakistani bush 
uniform didn’t fit their role, so they wore word dress pants and boots 
with a short-sleeve CF shirt, a distinctive look that confused some 
people.  For dirty work, they wore combat clothing.  When they went 
back to Ismailia, they got in trouble for not wearing the standard 
uniform. 

22:50 Context for the mission?  The role of the mission for CANLOG was to 
support the UN battalions in the desert, like tripwire diplomacy, stuck 
between the Israelis and Egyptians.  All materiel came through 
Alexandria and was shipped on contracted civilian vehicles to the 
troops in the desert.  His role was as a jack of all trades, “all the things 
an armoured trooper can do.  There was quite a bit of culture shock.”  
The Canadian contingent had a signals group, supply functions, an air 
force contingent using Fokker aircraft.  He didn’t get a lot of time 
visiting these troops.  Had to “scam a ride” to do this, to visit friends. 
The other SALH soldier was actually shot in a guard accident at night.  
Rules of engagement meant guards kept magazine in their pockets.  In 
this incident at night, one guard shot another. An accidental discharge.  
He never should have had it loaded, so he’s not sure what happened. 

25:35 Working the ports and ending up in his career as a first responder…the 
first person he saw killed was in the port at Alexandria.  He saw an 
accident where in Canada you’d help, but in that case the MP master 
warrant officer drove the other way, “We can’t get involved.”  It was so 
foreign not to get involved, so contrary to training.  But MWO Finn 
[Finnish MWO?] turned left and went the other way. “No, you’re not 
going.”  He suspects man died of his crush injuries.  The Finn had years 
of experience in such areas.  It was a forklift accident.  They didn’t cause 
it.  A young lad, the first person he’d seen killed. 

28:05 “Wrong. I thought it was wrong.  Couldn’t have done much, but I 
thought we should help.  The MWO was driving.  It was a dangerous 
place in terms of accidents and incidents.  We stood out in white jeeps, 
pretty much a dress uniform and blue beret.  And we were there nearly 
every day.  We were well known.” 

29:10 “It was amazing.  A life-altering event.  To see what I saw.  It’s on my 
bucket list to go back.”  Plenty of relics to see. The Israelis stopped at 
the edge of Cairo, got a lot closer than the Arabs let on.  Driving through 
the desert, it was interesting to see the relics.  Especially in the day 
before all the documentaries we have today. 

30:55 Israelis were very efficient.  They wanted the film from his camera in 
case he’d taken photos from the air. “You can give me the film or I can 
take the film out.  Either way I don’t care.”  Ismailia to Alexandria was 
very poor, digging ditches by hand, back to the Stone Age.  Alexandria 
apartments had one stick of rebar in a 10-storey apartment.  No such 
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thing as building codes.  Traffic was bizarre.  “We’re from Medicine Hat 
and even though we had training, driving alone in a big city like that…” 
[He doesn’t complete this thought] 

33:30 “It was absolutely bizarre.  Turned in barrack box.  Flown to Germany, 
St Hubert, Medicine Hat… then out.  He met the woman he married the 
night he returned home.  “Went to A&W, ran out of gas, got rescued by 
my dad…” 

34:40 “I came back to -40 Celsius temperatures.  Not working every day.  
Having to find a job. Incredibly strange.”  They’d lived in a beautiful, 
walled villa, guarded by Egyptians.  They’d seen a huge variety of ships 
and submarines, including Soviet vessels.  Others were quite interested 
in Russian activities. 

36:20 Took him from February to summer to get back in the groove.  He went 
back into the full-time Reserve role for a while.  Started getting 
promoted from Trooper.  Behind the curve to get promoted.  Pretty 
much an instant master corporal. He would take any security job he 
could get, while he continued to wait for a Depot date with the RCMP. 

37:35 Effects?  As a soldier, and this is why he eventually got out of the unit, 
he kept doing light recce training in a constant cycle, but every time 
they deployed they were never used in this role; they’d be enemy force.  
His last major exercise was with C Squadron, LdSH as basically Troop 
Sergeant in Ferrets in bitter winter conditions.  “I asked why we’re 
doing this and the lieutenant said, ‘Probably just to prove we could’, 
and that was probably the wrong thing to hear at the time.”  That part 
didn’t work out. He eventually went into Firefighting, working for DND. 
So his military service had applicability and value.  An excellent base.  
“It did me well.” 

39:50 “It was an amazing time.  I wish I’d kept a journal.”  He wishes he hadn’t 
drank as much as he did, it was prevalent in the early 70s.  He wishes 
he’d done even more travelling.  The general working between Regs 
and Reservists, there were definite problems, but once you got into the 
unit and people saw you knew what you were doing, the divide went 
out the window.  He was well-trained by his unit’s Regular Force 
support staff.  “We probably had more issues Reservist against 
Reservist, and there were a lot of issues between French and our 
units—in Germany and in Middle East.  It was a thing of the time.”  
Reservist on Reservist was usually Anglo versus Franco.  “From that 
era, it would be to no one’s surprise that there were problems.” 

43:00 He finally quit because he had a wife and young children and the 
commitment of being a shift worker.  It all became too much.  He joined 
the Cadet Instructor Cadre later, commissioned as a CIC officer within 
the regimental fold.  Still has good friends and neighbours from his time 
in the Militia.  His wife was in the Militia then too.  They used to be on 
the edge of town [armoury location in Medicine Hat].  Used to shoot 
submachine guns “right outside that window”. 
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44:30 “We could drive anything in the fleet. “  They practiced by driving large 
vehicles and trailers through downtown Calgary.   

45:30 He wishes he’d written in for the Peacekeepers medal.  Wishes he’d 
kept in closer touch with people.  On November 11, there will be a 
dozen people who also served on UNEF II.  

46:30 His villa had no air conditioning, but Canadians in Ismailia had it.  “The 
first time I slept in air conditioning, I got so sick.  And our water was 
bleached, which made a lot of people sick.  And the smells: untanned 
leather, sewage, sewers running around us.  It was an awesome 
experience and it was life-altering for me.” 

 Additional visuals desired: 
 

 


